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knowlng thut the rellef expedition was now certnin {o reach them, ]
sGrordon, pf conrse, had done his utmost to hold the town: he announced that an

B Fnelish nrmy wes coming: he had wade a paper currency, hnd  distributed doeorn-
B tions aud honbrs almost dally in erder to keep up the. henrts of the garrison, and,

s the position hnd hepome more desperate. he had made almost superhuninn efforis

o to Induce the tropps to bold out. But despalr had taken possession of them, iWlat
i wra 1l use of w1l these decorations now ? What good were all thelr ranks and

honori? And as for the paper money, perhups there were one or two stlll bopeful
people wwho would Luy o pound note for n couple of piastres on the chance that by
some stroke of luck the Government might yet be vilctorfous; but gradaonlly even
these slender hopes dispppenred. Gordlon's promlises svere no longer creditedl.

“1t' but one stenmer with ‘a fow, English. offleers Had redched the town, to
bring the news that they had won a vietory and had reached the Nlig, the troupn
and inhabitants wonld have doubted no longer, und they would have heen convinced
that ‘Gordon's words were true. English offlcers: would at once have notleed tlhat
part of the Mnes which had been damnged by the overuow of the White Nile and
eonld have ordered Its ropulr. But what conld Gordon do single handed and without

# the nssistonce of any Luropean officers? It was lmposible For him to'logk to
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entisfactlon, How wus It possible for a esmmander who coitld not:glve his troopa
fond to expeet these starving ‘men to carcy out with precision ond energy the ln-
structions he lssued?” \
After the fall of Khartonm Shitin was trented with great ‘croslty and, Indignity.
He Litd embraced the Mohammedan religion gnd taken the oath of ulleginnce to the
Mahdl, but the Jhnlifa spat upon him daliv to remind him of Uls nfidel origin. He
was compolied to run hebind the Khalifa's horse when entering the clty of Darfar,
which he formerly governcds
Khartomn really no longer existe, That once prosperous clty was _wiped put by

the Mahdists. On a nelghboring site they bullt Omdurman. This Is the city whlch |,

the British have Just entersd, They bold tiso the rulus of Khartonm.

Shorily nfter the foll nr-xurmum the Mahd] died. Fe named as hls successor
the Khalifa Abdullabl, ene ‘of his four principal generals.

When the Khallfa hHad been Lu'l'&awer foss than a year, In 1686, he ordered the
Anhabltants of Khartoum to leave the city within three days.

‘On the fourth day the work of destruction began, ‘The houses were pulled down,
the carved woodwork and everything of valie oarrled ncross the rlver Soon the
town was only fit nf o home for the desert wolves,
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and it gulekly hecame the metrapolis of the npper Nila, with a populatlen of !q-
0000, and the ecapltal of the strangest empire In the world.
f'rom north to south the pew elty covers a length of about six English miles. .
The gouthern sxtréemity llés nlmost exactly opposite tha sonthwest end of Khar
tonm, and 1t {8 I no place over three miles In widsh. At first 1t consisted of thon-
fands and thousands of straw huts, and the mosqne was originelly an obim 1aclun-
ure surronnded by a mud wall 400 yards long and 850 yards wide; but this has been
replaced by one made of barnt brick, 4ng then whitewsshed over, After thls 1he lf"ﬂu
Khe'ifa b®an buliding brick noumses for himself and his brother, then for his reln- N
tives, while the Wmirs and most of the wealthy people followed his example, AN
T order to show lls veneratlom for the Mnbdl the Khallfa decided to erect &0 T
monimett to him., A square bu"dlng wos erected some 30 fest high ang 80 T
ench way, aug the srone for this construction, of which the walls wers TpWAi
of slx feet thick, had to be brought all $ha way from Khartoum, Above tals lh
agonal wall #fteon feet Weh was onllt, from wiileh rose a deme forly feet "ﬁo
On the corners of the maln bullding were four smaller domes. Thin was ealled
Knubbet & Mahdl (Mahal's dome), 1: was finlshed . with ten large, arched m &
and two doors, and in the hexagonal portion were six ghylights. It was while
wnghed all over and surrounded by a treliswork fence. ,
Directly beneath {he dowe nml over the Muhdl's grave. a wooden
whne erected eovered with black cloth. Befors Slutin left Omdurman much of the
whitewnsh had been Luocked off by the weather, which spolled Its gederal sppenes RS
ance. Above the spex of the dome wers three hollow bruss balls, one above tha
other, connected with a lance, the hewd of which forms the lop ornament of the
structure, It was sald that the Kbnlifa erecied this spear to show m:hlu ,ﬁ
fectly prepared to declare war agalnst the heavens If his wishes wers mot &ﬂlﬂ; Al
out.
Tle Mahdl's fomb was sadly damaged by Genernl Kltchener's artillery. HHL wt
solliers found the gilt balls an excellent mark. El’ f.
The latest necdnnts of the Khallfa describe Lim ras bocoming during the Q’ -
thres or four months very mipeh thinner and hls Holr growlng gray lnﬂ bald fi
the worry and sleeplees nights, for-which, up doibr, the Slirdur Is ;
1s fifty-seven yefire old: his fnll uame befig Abdullahibla Mohnmmed Taslshlf ﬁ‘
hélpngs 10 the Janlshy téibe a&nd the fodl “a** s always gurned Into nn iy
the surname for all wenmbers of a tribe. This s a setlon of the mw
mote powerful cow-keenlng tribe of the Baggarn, from Southwesfern Darfer.
He was the eldest of four sons, and had one sister called Fatms,
orother nnmed Yusef were the most unmanageable, and their father had |
diffieulty In teaching them by heart the few paesnges from the Koran nece
tha ordinnry prayers. The other two were of quieter disposition, learned
verses ontl commentarles, and helped thelr father, who wag & tqu.eﬁu of the
and & healer of dlSenses and Insanlty by menns of heggabs or religious che
The family jolned the Furs In combating Zubelr's euiry, Into Darfar; and
ter relntes Bow during the Sght at Shabke he tock Abdullabl prison
about o Lave him shot, when some of the Ulema craved psrdon for
grounds of bis belug wesk-headed, which wos granted Abl!dhhl. In

i  (Continucd on Page Twenty-seven.) | =

'y f ol | . . i Gl

Tyl

S f‘mﬂ"




